Oxford and its Story

each College." But there were many townsmen who
had been ready (1683) to shout for "a Monmouth ! a
Monmouth! no York I" and after Monmouth's
Rebellion, when the University raised a regiment,
whose uniforms at any rate were gallant, several of the
citizens were arrested as Rebels. It was not long
before the bigotry and tyranny of James drove the
University itself into that resistance to the royal
authority which was so alien to its teaching and tradition.
For James set himself to convert the training-place of
the English clergy into a Roman Catholic seminary.

The accession of a sovereign attached to the Roman
Church had been the signal for many who had hitherto
concealed their opinions to avow their devotion to that
communion. The Master of University College was
one of those who had conformed to the rites of the
Anglican Church whilst supporting so far as he dared,
in the pulpit and the press, the doctrines of Rome.
He now openly avowed his conversion and did his
utmost to promote the Roman Catholic cause. Ave
Maria Obadiah, as he was nicknamed from an
academic catch of the time, was authorised by the
King to appropriate some college rooms for a chapel
under the Roman ritual. He had already been
absolved by a royal dispensation from the duty of
attending the services of the Church of England, and
from taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy.
Walker's doings were at first received with ridicule
and then with indignation. But secure of the King's
favour, he continued on his Romanising way. He
erected a press at the back of the college, and published
under royal licence a series of controversial books
maintaining Romish doctrines. The University was
disgusted and alarmed at this deliberate attempt to
undermine the National Church in the very centre of
its chief stronghold. A pamphlet war ensued, but it
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